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the operation, the average being seven months. When there are infiltrations 
in the broad ligaments the best treatment is thorough cauterization, which 
certainly prolongs life. 

The Mechanical Treatment of Uterine Tumors. 

Freudenberg (Frauenarzt; Centralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1891) opposes the 
views of Kreissl and Carl Braun that neoplasms contra-indicate pelvic mas¬ 
sage, and offers in evidence six cases of fibro-myoma of the uterus, which 
were diminished in size and the resulting symptoms relieved by the applica¬ 
tion of Thure Brandt’s method, the rationale of which is the promotion of 
uterine contractions and the diminution of the blood-supply and pelvic con¬ 
gestion. This treatment is most effective when pursued during the menstrual 
period. No bad results have followed, and he thinks that it deserves a fair trial 
in the case of benignant neoplasms before adopting more radical measures. 

The Ultimate Results of Castration. 

Brodwitz (Inaug. Dissert., Strassburg, 1890; Centralblatt fur Gynakologie, 
1891), from a thorough study of this subject, arrives at the conclusion that 
in cases of general neurosis (hystero-epilepsy and epilepsy) the ovaries simply 
share in the central trouble, and hence castration cannot be expected to give 
permanent relief. Moreover, subsequent indurations and adhesions may 
increase the original irritation. 

The ordinary sequelae of castration are niolimina, congestions, cardiac dis¬ 
turbances, flushing and vertigo, together with the diminution of sexual 
feelings in about two-thirds of the cases. Melancholy and forgetfulness are 
quite common, which may culminate in more pronounced psychoses. The 
writer’s inference is that removal of the ovaries should be performed as 
infrequently as possible, in view of these serious after-effects. 
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Urticaria in Children. 

Comby ( Jahrb.f . Kinderheilk., xxxi. 1, 2) says that urticaria in children is 
accompanied by phenomena of a severe character, or may assume a chronic 
character and develop into prurigo. It is probably of toxic origin, occurs 
most frequently among badly nourished children living amid bad hygienic 
surroundings, and may be associated with dyspepsia and dilatation of the 
stomach. The hypothesis of a virus formed in the intestinal canal, taken up 
by the circulating blood and distributed over the skin would account for the 
gastic disturbances which so frequently accompany the disease. A predispo¬ 
sition to nervous diseases is also an influential factor, and all the disturbances 
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occurring in adults in consequence of urticaria manifest themselves in the 
same way in children. The following is offered as a possible explanation : 
A badly-nourished child with dyspepsia has the well-known wheals of the 
disease, which at first come and go quickly. After months or years the con¬ 
dition changes—there is itching, but no wheals; instead of the latter there 
may be papules, excoriations, fissures, or eczematous eruptions. The case is 
now no longer one of urticaria, but of prurigo. • Kaposi also has made the 
observation that prurigo may develop from urticaria which has lasted one or 
two years. Comby does not think that teething has an especially unfavor¬ 
able influence upon the disease, nor even scrofula. Disorder of the stomach 
in the form of weakness of digestion has been regarded as an efficient cause 
by several writers. Prophylaxis will consist in the adoption of a suitable 
diet, and since breast-fed children seldom suffer with urticaria, Comby sug¬ 
gests for those who are deprived of this source of nutrition a carefully 
regulated milk diet, suitable to the age of the patient. Meat, cereals with 
difficultly-digestible coverings, and alcoholic stimulants should be rigorously 
avoided. Over-feeding must be carefully guarded against, as this will con¬ 
duce to dilatation of the stomach and dyspepsia. Sterilized milk will fur¬ 
nish the most appropriate nourishment. In addition the intestinal canal can 
be made aseptic by the suitable use of naphthol and strychnine, two centi¬ 
grammes of the former being given every two hours, and two milligrammes 
of the latter daily. Local treatment should also be carefully provided for. 
Baths or local applications containing one part of vinegar and three of water, 
have been recommended but are not always efficient. Better treatment will 
consist in the daily inunction of a mixture containing one or two parts of 
tartaric acid and forty of vaseline. Cod-liver oil may also be used, both 
externally and internally. 

Report on the Examination of One Hundred Brains of 
Feeble-minded Children. 

A. W. Wilmarth, M.D., presents a careful study in the Alienist and 
Neurologist, 1890. The 100 cases given may be summarized as follows: Scle¬ 
rosis with atrophy, 12; sclerose tubereuse, 6; diffuse sclerotic change, 7; 
degenerative changes in vessels, ganglionic cells, or medullary substance, not 
constituting true sclerosis, 15; hydrocephalic, 5; general cerebral atrophy, 
2; non-development in various forms, 16 ; infantile haemorrhage, 1; exten¬ 
sive adhesion of membranes from old meningitis, 8; angiomatous condition 
of cerebral vessels (with degenerative changes), 1; glioma (with sclerosis), 
1; porencephalous (with non-development), 1; of thirty-one cases where 
actual disease or imperfect development of the brain proper was not demon¬ 
strated, there was hypertrophy of the skull, 6; acute softening (recent), 2; 
demi-microcephalic, 2; when the brain was above usual weight, but the 
convolutions large and very simple in their arrangement, 2. 

The average weight of the brain was 38.3 ounces, but in fourteen cases the 
weight was below 30 ounces. 

Attention is called to the comparatively large number of cases of actual 
cerebral disease, in contrast with the relatively small number where imper¬ 
fect development seems the causative agent of the mental defect. With this 



